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Introduction to Context Report

The SUCCESS! Partnership consists of over 100 partners working towards improving the 
lives of children in Doña Ana County by engaging community.   The SUCCESS! 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀ άǇǊŜƴŀǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜŜǊέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ 
a role in helping children succeed.  The partnership is composed of residents, parents, 
students, teachers, school administrators, businesses, professors, elected officials, 
university and college personnel, faith-based groups and community leaders.  In 2015, 
ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜƴ όмлύ 
major goals.  These goals are listed below and shown in the diagram on the next page.

1. Improve Early Childhood Education
2. Increase High School Completion
3. Post-secondary Access and Success
4. Increase Career Opportunities for Graduates
5. Enhance Support for Educators
6. Ensure Equitable Education Resources
7. Ensure Parent, Student, and Community Voice
8. Improve Whole Child Wellbeing
9. Ensure Creative Student Centered Education
10. Ensure Cultural and Bilingual Competency

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ άŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ ƻŦ 
education in Doña Ana County in 2016.   Essentially, this report provides data on each of 
the above goals.   As the SUCCESS! Partnership moves forward, we will develop a base 
ƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ άŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ   CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
(1) Improving access to Early Childhood Education and (2) Improving the high school 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ άōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ άōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴΦ

This report has been a joint project between Ngage New Mexico (backbone organization 
for the SUCCESS! Partnership) and New Mexico State University, Office of Institutional 
Analysis.  We are particularly grateful to Erica Surova for her research and compilation 
of the report that follows.   To learn more about Ngage New Mexico please see the last 
page.

Sincerely,
Frank Rene Lopez, Executive Director
Ngage New Mexico
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Doña Ana County DemographicsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦу

1. Advance Early Childhood 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦмл 

Early Childhood Education in Doña Ana County Community SnapshotΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΦΧΦΧΧмм

Education Based Home Visiting Programs, 2013-2015ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧ мн

Licensed Childcare Centers in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦмо

Licensed Childcare Availability in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦмп

Childcare in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦмр

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ {Ƴŀƭƭ !ǊŜŀΣ нлмрΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦмс

Subsidized Pre-YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ƛƴ 5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦ17

Pre-K Programs: New Mexico PED & CYFD in Doña Ana County, 2012-нлмрΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧ18

Head Start, LCPS, 2014-нлмрΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ19

Elementary School Reading Proficiency Rates by District ΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧнл

3rd Grade Reading and 4th Grade Math Proficiency Rates, LCPS by Subgroup 2014-2015ΧΧΧΦΦнм

3rd Grade Reading and 4th Grade Math Proficiency Rates, Gadsden and Hatch Schools,

2014-2015ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧнн

Poverty by County in New Mexico and Other Social Factors, 2009-нлмоΦ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΦΦ23

Grandchildren Living with Grandparents & Children Living in Single Parent Homes in Doña Ana 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦ24

2. Ensure High School /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧнр

Ensuring High School Completion: School District SnapshotsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦнс

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ wŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ 5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ27

8th Grade Language Arts and Math Proficiencies, 2011-нлмпΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ28

8thDǊŀŘŜ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǘƘ t!w// ¢ŜǎǘǎΣ нлмрΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧ29

Las Cruces Middle Schools by Subgroup, 2010-2015ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΦол

Habitual Truancy Rates in Doña Ana County, 2014ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦом
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3. Postsecondary Access and {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦон

Postsecondary Access and Success: County SnapshotΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦоо

Educational Attainment for New Mexico and Doña  Ana County Residents Living within School 
District BoundariesΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦоо

wŜƳŜŘƛŀƭ wŀǘŜǎ tƻǎǘǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ34

5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ tƻǎǘǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ35

Overall Graduation and Retention Rates: New Mexico State University, Statewide, and 
bŀǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ36

New Mexico State University Graduation Rates: Minority Students and Freshman Fall 
{ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ37

New Mexico State University Freshman Retention Rates by Family Contribution and 
wŀŎŜκ9ǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧ38

5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΦ39

Financial Aid Recipients, New Mexico State University and Doña  Ana Community CollegeΧΦΦΦΦпл

Legislative Lottery ScholarshipsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦпм

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Enrollment by High School Seniors in Doña Ana 
CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧпн

4. Career Opportunities for DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦпо

Career Opportunities for Graduates: County SnapshotΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΦΧΦΧΧΦΦпп

tǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ [ŀōƻǊ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ45

¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 5ƻƷŀ !ƴŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōȅ wŀŎŜΣ 9ǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ CŀŎǘƻǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΦΦ46

aŜŘƛŀƴ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ LƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 9ŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ōȅ DŜƴŘŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΧΦΦ47

NMSU Graduates Post-DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦ48

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ {ŀƭŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ba{¦ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ49

5. {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦрм

Teacher SalariesΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦрн

6. Equitable & Sufficient Education wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧро

{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜǾŜƴǳŜΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦрп

Expenditures per Pupil by District, State, NationΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧрр
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Instructional Expenditures by District, State, NationΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧрс

Student to Teacher Ratio by District and School, 2013-2014ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦрт

Computer Ownership and High Speed Internet Access by StateΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΦру

7. tŀǊŜƴǘΣ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ±ƻƛŎŜΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦрф

Parent Voice: Schools in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦсл

8. Whole Child ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦсн

Whole Child Wellbeing in Doña Ana: County SnapshotΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧсо

Food Insecurity in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦсп

Access to Health Care in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦср

Teen Birth Rate and Access to School Based Health CentersΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧсс

Suicide and Depression, High SchoolΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦст

At-Risk Behavior, High SchoolΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦсу

Suicide, Depression, and At-Risk Behaviors, Middle SchoolΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧсф

Bullying & Violence in Middle and High SchoolsΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧтл

PovertyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΦтм

Household Income Inequality in New Mexico and Doña CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧтн

Domestic Violence and Child AbuseΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦто

Sexual Violence in Doña Ana CountyΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦтп

Criminal Justice SystemΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦтр

Child Abuse & Juvenile Justice Comparison Maps, 2007-нлмнΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧтс

9. Creative Student Centered 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦтт

Creative Student Centered EducationΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦту

10. Cultural and Bilingual /ƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦтф

Percentage of People 5 Years and Over Living in Households Where English is Not Spoken at Home 
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Population estimate July 1, 2015 

Doña Ana County Population:    214,295

Hispanic or Latino:             67.1%
White Non-Hispanic:         28.5%
African American:                2.3%
Asian:             1.4%
Native American:    2.4%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander:  0.2%

Doña Ana County Demographics

Sources: US Census Bureau Quick Facts 2015, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of New Mexico, 
https://ibis.health.state.nm.us/query/result/pop/PopMain/Count.html 

17.2% of residents are 
foreign born.

51.4% of residents speak a 
language other than 
English at home.

42% of children under 5 
live in poverty.

22.2% Population growth 
of county between 
1990 -2014
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7.2%

19.2%

58.7%

14.9%

Doña Ana County by Age

Under 5
years

5-17 years

18-64 years

65+ years
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At the heart of the SUCCESS! Partnership is the drive to make a 
difference in the lives of children in our county. The following sections 
Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
continuum of pre-natal to career, broken into four sections that 
ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎέ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
community agenda.These sections integrate data from a multitude of 
sources to illustrate both our victories and our challenges. Overall, these 
sections affirm the need for our community to collectively support 
children so they can succeed in school and life. 

CHILDRENôSSUCCESS

1

2

3

4

Advance Early Childhood Education. Pg. 10

Ensure High School Completion. Pg. 25

Post Secondary Access and Success. Pg. 32

Career Opportunities for Graduates. Pg. 43
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Our early childhood education plan focuses on nine major objectives as 
essential for ensuring that every child in Doña Ana County is ready for 
kindergarten:

1) INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS. 

2) FULLY INTEGRATE LEARNING SYSTEMS. 

3) EARLY CHILDHOOD HUB.

4) ACCESS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION. 

5) ECE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT. 

6) PARENT & FAMILY EMPOWERMENT. 

7) INFANT MENTAL HEALTH.

8) MATERNAL HEALTH.

9) ACCOUNTABILITY.

1 Advance Early Childhood 

Education
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6,3703-4 year olds live in Doña Ana County. 

3,603of 3 and 4 year olds participated in government 
organized and supported pre- school programs 
in 2014-2015.

Education based home visiting programs in Doña Ana County 

MORE THAN TRIPLED since 2013.

Notes: Numbers and percentages are estimates. These numbers will vary slightly depending on year aggregation. 
Population under 5 and poverty rates are based on census data collected between 2010-2014.
Sources: NMPED, IBIS, https://ibis.health.state.nm.us/indicator/view/NMPopDemoChildPovUnder5.Cnty.html, percent 
Hispanic living in poverty and 3-4 year old population based on data and methodology from UNM Center for Education 
Policy Research, Doña Ana County Head Start Analysis 2013.

Early Childhood Education in Doña Ana County
Community Snapshot



Education based home visiting programs provide services for 
children from birth up to 3 years of age.Home visitors partner with 
families to promote child development and confident parenting by 
supporting the relationship among the family, home visitor and the 
community.

Sources: New Mexico Home Visiting Annual Outcomes Reports Fiscal Years 2014 and 2015: 
https:// cyfd.org/home-visiting, Kara Bower- Ben Archer Administrator, and Mari Rubio-{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
Administrator
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Education Based Home Visiting Programs, 2013-2015



Licensed Childcare Centers in Doña Ana County

135

ωProvides home based care for up to 6 children, 
must follow state licensing guidelines.

Licensed Family Home

ωProvides home-based care for up to 12 children, 
must follow state licensing guidelines.

Licensed Group Home

ωProvides center-based care, must follow state 
licensing guidelines.

Licensed Center

DA Education Context Report 2016 13

The state recognizes 3types of licensed 
providers:

Sources: New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department (CYFD) Licensed and Registered Provider 
List, Doña Ana County Head Start Analysis 2013: University of New Mexico Center for Education Policy 
Research, New Mexico Data Collaborative, IBIS 
https://ibis.health.state.nm.us/indicator/view/ChildCareRatioLT5.Cnty.html

Approximate 
number of licensed 
childcare providers 
in Doña Ana County, 
2014.

56%
Percentage of the total 
capacity of licensed 
providers that is high 
quality (3-5 STAR rating) in 
Doña Ana County, 2015. 

The higher the STARS System level, the higher the level of quality. 
1-STAR programs do not qualify for child care subsidies while 2-
STAR programs meet basic requirements. 5-STARS indicate the 
program has received national accreditation.   

What is a licensed program?
A child care center, licensed home, and some after-school programs that 
follow New aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ child care licensing regulations. Licensed programs post 
their license indicating their STAR level (quality rating).



Licensed Childcare Availability in Doña Ana County

Why Is This Important?
Working parents frequently depend 
on out-of-home child care to allow 
them to balance their employment 
and family needs. Accessing child-
care facilities that are located near 
work, home, or school can be a 
challenge for many parents, 
particularly those who rely on 
public transportation or live in rural 
areas.

The charts on this page represent the ratio of numbers of children (based on Census data) to the 
capacity of licensed childcare providers.  For example, inDoña Ana County there is space available 
with licensed providers for approximately half (.46 or 46%) of the total children under 5 in the 
county. In other words, if all 15,467 children under 5 in Doña Ana County required care with a 
licensed provider, only 7,053 children (see 2nd chart) would be able to attend.

Source: NM-IBIS, https:// ibis.health.state.nm.us/indicator/view/ChildCareRatioLT5.html, IBIS data derived 
from UNM-BBER and CYFD DA Education Context Report 2016 14



67%
Percentage of Doña 
Ana County children 
under 6 for whom all 
parents are in the 
workforce. (2009-2013)

Registered Home Care

Ç An alternative to licensed providers 
are registered home providers. 
Registered homes can provide home-
based care for no more than four non-
resident children in their own home, 
must participate in the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP), and are 
eligible to receive a subsidy. 

Ç Child Care Assistance subsidies are available 
for qualifying children between the ages of 6 
weeks and 13 years old. Families can choose 
from licensed or registered providers.  State 
subsidies are available  for families with 
incomes up to 200% of the federal poverty 
level.

Childcare in Doña Ana County

Sources: New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department (CYFD) Licensed and Registered Provider List, Doña Ana County Head 
Start Analysis  2013: University of New Mexico Center for Education Policy Research, New Mexico Data Collaborative, US Department 
of Health and Human Services, IBIS https://ibis.health.state.nm.us/indicator/view/ChildCareRatioLT5.Cnty.html, 
https:// ibis.health.state.nm.us/indicator/view/NMPopDemoWrkngParent.Cnty.html, http://familiesusa.org/product/federal-
poverty-guidelines

Federal Poverty Level, 2016

Childcare Assistance
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Household Size 100% 133% 150% 200%

1 $11,880 $15,800 $17,820 $23,760 

2 $16,020 $21,307 $24,030 $32,040 

3 $20,160 $26,813 $30,240 $40,320 

4 $24,300 $32,319 $36,450 $48,600 



Notes: TheU.S. Census άǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ geographic unit used to calculate the data. 
Source: New Mexico Data Collaborative, Early Childhood Risks and Services, Updated 2016: 
http://nmcdc.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=afeac7db53f649be9260c1a53a52eb0a.

Licensed and Registered Childcare Availability by Region in 
Doña Ana County, 2015
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These maps indicate the availability of licensed and registered childcare for children under 6 by 
region in Doña Ana County.  Capacity (number of spots available at registered and licensed 
providers combined) is in relation to the population of children under 6 living in each region. For 
example, in the small area just south of central Las Cruces, there is room for approximately 40% 
of the children under 6 living in this area in registered or licensed programs.  The STARS indicate 
the location of licensed providers by STAR quality level (see page 13 for more information).  

Capacity of Licensed plus Registered Childcare 
Facilities in in Doña Ana2015

Map Detail:



Subsidized Pre- Kindergarten in Doña Ana County 

άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
high-quality pre-k increases a 
child's chances of succeeding in 
school and in life. Children who 
attend high-quality programs are 
less likely to be held back a 
grade, less likely to need special 
education, and more likely to 
graduate from high school. They 
also have higher earnings as 
adults and are less likely to 
become dependent on welfare 
or involved with law 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ1

Notes:This Pre K data does not include children participating in other licensed, Pre K centers that accept state childcare assistance 
neither does it include private pay parentsΦ ά[ƻǿ LƴŎƻƳŜέ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ct[ όǎŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ мрύΦ
Sources: LCPS Head Start Program Annual Report to the Community 2014- 2015, Gadsden Independent Schools Early Childhood Data 
Profile Reports, 2013-2014, NMPED Enrollment Data, Las Cruces Public School Enrollment Counts, and
м άWhy All Children Benefit from Pre-Yέ tŜǿ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ нллрΣ http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-
sheets/2005/06/15/why-all-children-benefit-from-prek
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is a federally funded preschool program for children 
between 3-5 years old from low-income families. The 
majority of programs are half day (three and a half hours), 
4 days a week although a few sites provide full day 
programs (6 and a half hours).

Head Start 

provides state-funded, Pre-K and is not based on 
income eligibility.  However, many programs are 
located in communities with public elementary 
schools that are designated Title I schools.  

NM Pre-K is jointly administered by two organizations: 

NM Pre-K

1

NM Public Education Department (PED) 

Children, Youth, and Families Department (CYFD)

2



Pre-K Programs: New Mexico PED & CYFD in Doña Ana 
County 2012-2015

Source: New Mexico Pre-K Program Annual Reports for School Years 2012ς2015, http:// ped.state.nm.usand 
https:// www.newmexicoprek.org/
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The majority of 
programs are half 
day.

Children who turn four years old 
before September 1st and are not 
age-eligible for kindergarten.

Who is 
eligible?

How long 
is it?

http://ped.state.nm.us/
https://www.newmexicoprek.org/


Head Start, Las Cruces Public Schools, 2014-2015
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LAS CRUCES HEAD START FUNDING
Annual Grant Award 2011-2012 2,711,912
Non-Federal Share 2011-2012 677,978
Total Funding 2011-2012 $3,389,890

Annual Grant Award 2014-2015 2,718,889
Non-Federal Share 2014-2015 649,722
Total Funding 2014-2015 $3,368,611

Notes: Funded enrollment counts the number of spaces for children, children served is the number of children 
who pass through the program in a given year.
Source: LCPS Head Start Program Annual Reports to the Community 2011-2012, 2014-2015

The Head Start Program provides comprehensive school readiness programs 
in partnership with parents and the community. Head Start programs focus 
on early childhood education, targeting 3-5 year old children from low-
income families.



Elementary School Reading Proficiency Rates by District

Sources:  New Mexico Public Education Department, School Fact Sheets and New Mexico Public Education Department, PARCC 2015 
Results Dashboard, quote from: http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/ceelo_fast_fact_reading_proficiency.pdf

of White, Non-Hispanic 
3rd graders at LCPS 
were considered 
proficient at reading in 
2014

of Hispanic 3rd

graders at LCPS were 
considered proficient 
at reading in 2014

71%

53%

The PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers) assessment measures student preparedness for 
college and career placement and opportunities.
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2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Las Cruces 1,841 1,925 1,852

Gadsden 1,084 1,064 1,058

Hatch 109 102 99

New Mexico 25,176 25,582 25,462

3rd Grade Reading Proficiency 2011-2014, Number of Students 

Tested
άwŜŀŘƛƴƎ proficiency requires 
three sets of interrelated 
skills that develop over time: 
language & communication, 
mechanics of reading, and 
content ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦέ



Source: NMPED, Assessments All Students: Webfiles, State, District, School by Grade 2015 

3rd Grade Reading and 4th Grade Math Proficiency Rates, LCPS by 
Subgroup 2014-2015
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32%
Reading Proficiency 3rd Grade in 
Hatch Schools, 2014-15

25%
Math proficiency,  4th Grade 
students in Hatch Schools, 2014-15

Source: NMPED, Assessments All Students: Webfiles, State, District, School by Grade 2015 

3rd Grade Reading and 4th Grade Math Proficiency Rates, 
Gadsden and Hatch Schools, 2014-2015
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